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THE NEXT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT



Membership of the European Union has been an unparalleled economic success story for 
Ireland. Before joining the old European Economic Community (EEC) in 1973, Ireland’s largely 
agriculturally based economy was dependent on the UK market and was relatively poor. 
Ireland has since transformed itself into a modern outward looking economy – one of the 
most globalised in the world, where exports have risen from 34% of GDP in 1973 to 125% of 
GDP in 2018. As EU members, Irish businesses enjoy access to a market of 500 million people 
within the strongest economic area in the world. 

In the forthcoming elections, Ireland will send either 11 or 13 MEPs (depending on the date of 
Brexit) to the European Parliament. Each will be challenged with addressing some of the most 
fundamental issues facing the Union in its history from climate change and migration to trade 
policy and youth unemployment. At the same time, the referendum result from the United 
Kingdom casts a long shadow over the European economy and the future workings of the 
Union. As the Member State most impacted by Brexit the response from the next European 
Parliament and European Commission will have profound consequences for the Irish 
economy.

The British Irish Chamber of Commerce is the only organisation representing business 
activities with interests across the two islands of Britain and Ireland. UK – Ireland trade now 
exceeds €70 billion a year and sustains over 400,000 jobs throughout the economies and 
communities of Britain and Ireland. Protecting this trade and the livelihoods it supports is the 
main priority for the Chamber in these European Elections. 

When the UK leaves the EU, we will all have to adjust-  the UK, Ireland and the EU.  Should the 
UK look for an additional extension to Article 50 or to increase the transition period, we would 
ask our MEPs to be vocal supporters of such a request. 

After consulting the Policy Chairs of our Committees, the following are the priorities that we 
would ask of every candidate for the European Parliament:

Support for a comprehensive trade deal between the United Kingdom 
and the European Union. 
Such a trade agreement as outlined in the British Irish Chamber’s ‘Big Principles for a 
Strong Brexit Partnership’ should enable borderless, tariff-free trade for goods; 
managed movement of people and skills for the UK; allow the UK to input into the EU’s 
global trade deals; coupled with a comprehensive deal on trade in services. In 
addition, MEPs should be positively inclined to support the UK remaining party to EU 
bodies and agencies in areas of mutual economic and social interest and benefit. 

Advocate for the establishment of an EU-Wide Brexit Mitigation Fund. 
The UK's departure from the European Union will have a significant effect on various 
industries and regions across the EU. The extent of the impact will depend on the level 
of UK integration within the supply chain and the industries' trading exposure to the 
UK. While Ireland will be the most exposed country, with Agri-Food the most exposed 
sector, other countries and industries will also face serious disruption. As Brexit is an 
EU wide challenge, the economic response must also be EU-wide. Recently, the 
Committee of Regions (CoR) (the EU-wide assembly of local and regional 
representatives) called on the European Commission to establish a stabilisation fund 
for regions affected by Brexit. In principle, the British Irish Chamber supports this 
approach but believes it should be broadened to include supports for specific 
industries.

Input into the review of the Trans-European Transport Network 
(TEN-T)
The Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) is a European Commission 
infrastructure policy directed towards the implementation and development of a 
Europe-wide network of roads, railway lines, inland waterways, maritime shipping 
routes, ports, airports and rail-road terminals. The EU provides funding for projects on 
each corridor. Ireland forms part of the North Sea-Mediterranean Corridor-  from Cork 
Port/Airport through Dublin Port/Airport up to Belfast Port. The British Irish Chamber 
has welcomed the decision of the European Commission to carry out an early review 
of the TEN-T map, including an open public consultation which has recently opened.  It 
is important that every newly elected Irish MEP engage with this process to ensure 
that the Irish corridor is fit for purpose in a post-Brexit context.

Champion the EU’s Global Trade Agenda
As an EU member, Ireland is party to approximately 40 international trade agreements 
that the Union has negotiated with more than 70 countries. As a small, open, export 
driven economy, Ireland benefits more than most from EU expansion into global 
markets.  Newly elected MEPs should work to ensure that the EU promotes a global 
trade agenda that is ambitious, transparent and fair. 
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https://www.britishirishchamber.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Big-Principles-Final.pdf


Protect the interests of the Irish Agri-food Sector
Nearly 130,000 Irish farm businesses benefit from direct payments paid through the 
EU’s Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). These payments support farmers, incentivise 
improved agricultural productivity and ensure a stable supply of affordable food for 
European citizens. The current CAP programme is due to conclude at the end of 2020. It 
is important that Irish MEPs support CAP reforms that will help sustain Irish agriculture 
in these particularly challenging times and that they vigorously oppose any relaxation 
of food safety or Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS)standards in any future trade 
agreements.
 

Make International Research & Innovation Cooperation a Key Pillar for 
EU Research Policy:  
MEP's on election will be faced with the negotiations of the next Multiannual Financial 
Framework Budget. These negotiations will determine EU spending priorities for the 
period 2021-2027 and will set budgets for many EU funded projects including Horizon 
Europe which currently has a proposed budget of €100 billion. Research and 
Innovation are key pillars of Ireland's economic strategy. Powerhouses of research 
excellence attract additional investment and drive innovation. This has been a 
cornerstone of the development of effective R&I systems in Ireland and ongoing 
collaboration with the UK will be critical to its continuing success. It is therefore vital 
that Irish MEPs protect research funding and support participation of non-EU countries 
such as the UK in Horizon Europe. This is especially important in the context of Brexit 
cooperation between UK and Irish researchers. Collaboration between the UK and 
Ireland in areas of shared interest such as energy, agrifood, technology and culture 
should be protected and supported in the next budgetary period.

Maximise Full Member Status on the Committee on Economic and 
Monetary Affairs (ECON)
There are currently 430 companies operating in the Irish Financial Services (IFS) sector 
employing approximately 45,000 people.  The sector is estimated to be worth 6.3% of 
GDP to the Irish economy and contributes €2 billion in tax receipts to the exchequer. 
From the prospective of the IFS sector, it is important that Irish MEPs maximise full 
members status on the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON) to 
further  IFS sector interests within the EU.
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“The importance of getting the vote out should transcend all other party 
political priorities, a strong turnout in Ireland would reinforce our own 
commitment to the EU. This election provides the opportunity for all 
Europeans to make their voice heard and known” 

Peter O’Shea, Chair of the British Irish Chamber Policy Committee.
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