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The President’s 
Message

Dear Member,

I want to first of all thank you and 
all of our Members for your sup-
port for the British Irish Cham-
ber of Commerce in 2015. Your 
Chamber has grown even stronger 
this year with more Members, 
more great events and more val-
uable business connections. It’s a 
time of unprecedented interest in 
British Irish affairs and, with your 
business interests always in mind, 
your Chamber is at the forefront 
in challenging the hazards and 
championing the opportunities 
for the benefit of all.

In a very busy year, as you’ll read 
more about in this Newsletter, we 
kicked off with a great Annual 
Conference and Dinner in Feb-
ruary. The feedback was so good, 
we’ve a larger venue and an even 
bigger lineup of great speakers 
and content for our next Confer-
ence and Dinner on 19 February 
2016 (once again lead-sponsored 
by Ulster Bank) so book early and 
we’ll look forward to seeing you 
there.

Our Race Day at Leopardstown 
in June was another great day out, 
saluting great sport and network-
ing. Next year we’re all set for 3 
June and again we hope you will 
join us.

In September, we hosted our 
President’s Dinner sponsored by 
Bank of Ireland at which we heard 
a powerful speech by Michael 
O’Leary of Ryanair. He pointed 
out the importance for the future 
strength of the European Union 
of keeping the United Kingdom 
as a core member. Your Chamber 
knows this is a vital debate for 
all of our Members’ interests and 
we’ll be providing a powerful plat-
form for its discussion all the way 
up to the UK Referendum. 

Reflecting this, we were honoured 
last month to host over a hundred 
businesses at the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office in London 
under the auspices of Foreign 
Secretary Philip Hammond MP, 
accompanied by 

Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Trade Charles Flanagan TD who 
also graciously hosted our impor-
tant Referendum debate at Iveagh 
House in Dublin. Working with 
CPA Ireland and likeminded or-
ganisations, we’ll be hosting many 
more such discussions in 2016.

Our Christmas Reception at 
Lloyd’s of London once again 
highlighted the importance of the 
work of your Chamber within the 
vital business relationships be-
tween the UK and Ireland across 
all sectors.  Reflecting our wide 
sectoral reach, our Policy Com-
mittees are important to serving 
our Members’ interests in specific 
industry issues and opportunities. 
Building on the strong advocacy 
work of your Chamber to date, 
2016 will see us champion key in-
itiatives in Energy, Food & Agri-
business, Life Sciences, Finance & 
Professional Services, Technology, 
Logistics and Culture, Arts, Sport 
& Tourism. 

 



Acknowledging the important 
cause of the Chamber to cham-
pion the interests of businesses 
with interests in our two is-
lands, we were honoured that 
Niall Fitzgerald KBE became 
our Patron during 2015. Niall’s 
unique insight and experience 
within the British Irish business 
space will be a valued support 
to our work on your behalf in 
2016.    

We’ve been honoured too that 
your Chamber’s work has con-
tinued to be supported regular-
ly by the Ministers and officials 
of both the British and Irish 
Governments and not least 
by our two Ambassadors, HE 
Dominick Chilcott in Dublin 
and HE Dan Mulhall in Lon-
don. They and their teams do 
an excellent job to encourage 
and grow trade between and 
from Britain and Ireland and 
we are very glad to support 
them in return. 
In 2015 your Chamber brought 
you a range of important new 
initiatives including our part-
nering with Trinity College 
Business School and Bank of 

Ireland to equip enterprises on 
both islands with the skills and 
connections to grow by export-
ing. Our Invited Leaders Series 
in association with Pathfinder 
Consultants in Management 
launched an important forum 
for inspiring debate. Our Food 
Industry luncheon with EU 
Commissioner Phil Hogan 
highlighted key issues and new 
opportunities for cooperation.  
I want to thank all our speak-
ers and policy Chairs for their 
time and contribution and all 
our sponsors for enabling us to 
bring you such great business 
events.

In 2016, your Chamber will 
build on growth to date with 
more new initiatives of real 
practical value to our Members.  
Supporting Enterprise Ireland, 
IDA, UK Trade & Investment 
and the other agencies, we will 
host a number of Trade Mis-
sions between the two islands.  
We will also launch an impor-
tant new online resource for 
smaller businesses looking to 
grow their trading opportuni-
ties across the UK and Ireland.  

Keep an eye out too for our new 
series of business and public 
affairs debates at Westminster 
and Dáil Éireann.  With our 
colleagues at IIBN, we will also 
salute the great achievements 
of business cooperation be-
tween Britain and Ireland over 
the past hundred years with a 
major gathering at Westminster 
in April.

So, at the end of a year in 
which your Chamber grew ever 
stronger, I will close as I started. 
This is your Chamber, working 
to serve you and your business.  
We look forward to serving you 
further in 2016 and, as I wish 
you great business and personal 
success next year, thank you 
again for the business you do 
with us and for your continued 
support of The British Irish 
Chamber of Commerce.

Aidan Lynch

President

Christmas 2015



The Right Honourable Philip Hammond MP 
and Charles Flanagan TD 

#Brexit or #Bremain?
British voters are showing an increased appetite for leaving the European Union when 
they go to the polls - potentially in June 2016

In response to requests by members of the Cham-
ber, we set about providing platforms for informed 
debate around the possibility of UK citizens voting 
to discontinue membership of the European Un-
ion.  This is undertaken with total respect to those 
who have votes on the matter; it is entirely up to UK 
citizens to decide how to vote but equally, it is widely 
acknowledged that Ireland has a vested interest in 
the outcome of the Brexit Referendum.

The importance of maintaining the freedoms that 
have existed between these islands since both the UK 
and Ireland joined the European Union should not 
be taken for granted.   The freedom to travel freely, 
to move capital and goods and services – mostly 
grounded in our shared membership of the EU – 
should certainly not be taken for granted.   These 
two islands are emphatically joined at the economic 
hip and are hugely inter-dependant.

And so our events, starting at Dáil Éireann and 
addressed by Dominic Hannigan TD along with 
Eamonn Egan, Chamber Vice President and John 
McGrane, have been well attended by members and 
guests with questions and concerns as they build and 
grow their enterprises.   

Her Majesty’s Government recently hosted the 
British Irish Chamber of Commerce at the Foreign 
& Commonwealth Office during which the Rt Hon 
Philip Hammond, Secretary of State, along with 
Charles Flanagan TD and John McGrane addresses 
the assembly, united in their view that Britain is best 
placed within a stronger Europe.   

Minister Flanagan was once again with us when Alex 
Story of Business for Britain and Peter Wilding of 
British Influence flew to Dublin for an early morning 
debate at Iveagh House, airing their opposing views 
on the deficiencies and shortcomings of the EU ver-
sus the benefit of membership.  In a broad reaching 
and mind opening discussion facilitated by RTÉ’s 
Emma McNamara, they were ably joined by Europe-
an Lawyer Philip Lee, along with Prof Alan Barrett, 
Director of the ESRI and entrepreneur Roisin Ho-
gan.   Audience participation added to the arguments 
for and against and highlighted the need for ongoing 
focus on this important topic.    The title debate of 
the Chamber’s 2016 Conference, moderated by Seán 
O’Rourke, will revisit the matter when HE Dominick 
Chilcott, Paul Drechsler, CBI and Ellvena Graham 
ESB will be amongst those offering opinions.



Find us on Linkedin Follow us on Twitter
      @BrIreCham

Visit our Website

www.britishirishchamber.com

AIB Chairman Warns of Brexit Threat to Business

John McGrane with AIB CEO Richard Pym

“Can anyone seriously imagine that the City of London will not be adversely affected by an 
exit?” - Richard Pym, Allied Irish Bank Chairman speaking at a British Irish Chamber Christmas 
Reception.

The Chairman of Allied Irish Bank, Richard Pym 
has warned that Britain’s departure from the EU 
would pose a serious risk to British-Irish trade 
and that Britain should be leading, not leaving, 
the European Union. Mr Pym said British-Irish 
trade was vital to both countries and that over ten 
percent of the working population of Ireland was 
employed in exporting to the UK.

Mr Pym said the British poll would not just be a 
referendum on the European Union because “if it 
goes wrong” it could also reshape the boundaries 
of the islands of Britain and Ireland. After a British 
exit, he said, there was a risk that the core Euro 

group in due course could adopt a replacement 
Schengen Zone “in which case a border fence could 
have to go up between the Republic and Northern 
Ireland and a leave vote in the UK  will almost 
certainly trigger a new referendum in Scotland”.

Mr Pym was speaking at a Christmas Reception 
in Lloyd’s of London, kindly sponsored by Allied 
Irish  Bank GB, William Fry and Robertson Low. 
Speakers included Lloyd’s of London CEO Inga 
Beale, Chamber Vice President Eamonn Egan and 
Director General John McGrane.

- Brian O’Connell



Brexit Survey Results

British Irish Chamber MembersIPSOS 

June 2015 June 2015

October 2015 December 2015



The Chamber’s Information and Communications 
Technology Committee held its inaugural event 
during the highly successful Ireland In London 
Week in November.  Chaired by Pat Flood of Eira, 
the event took place in the Level 39 Innovation 
Centre in Canary Wharf and hosted speakers 
including Terry Mankertz (UKTI), Sarah Luxford 
(Nexec), John O’Dwyer (AIB) and Colm Lyon (Fire 
Financial).

ICT is an important and thriving industry for the 
British and Irish economies employing over 

1.4 million people. The British Irish Chamber 
of Commerce will continue to bring together 
influential figures from across these islands to 
discuss the future of this shared ICT space and to 
explore the potential of a new joint collaborative 
initiative to deliver a world class British-Irish global 
tech hub.  

If you’d like to join the ICT Committee, 
please contact Darragh on darragh.otuathail@
britishirishchamber.com.

At separate events in Dublin, Belfast and London, 
the Trinity International Growth Programme 
(TIGP) was launched in November and 
December.   

Made possible by the generous sponsorship of 
Bank of Ireland, this bespoke Exec Education 
course has been created by Trinity Business 
School for SMEs across the Republic of Ireland, 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland.  It is open to 
companies with a turnover between €500,000 and 
€25 million, employing 10-150 people that want 
to scale or export for the first time.

Successful applicants will taught modules 
in Business Analysis, Strategic Planning, 
Organisational Design for Export and Scaling, In-
Market Competitor and Customer Analysis and 
will develop an export and/or scaling model for 

their own business, for execution with help from 
experienced mentors.

Professor Michael Flynn, Director of the 
programme said: “Once the preserve of large 
multi-nationals, international expansion has 
become the norm for high-performing SMEs. 
Helping SMEs go global is an area that Trinity 
Business School has worked actively in for many 
years. So we are delighted to be joining with 
Bank of Ireland and the British Irish Chamber 
of Commerce in launching this programme 
specifically designed for SMEs from across the 
U.K. and the island of Ireland who are seeking 
new market opportunities abroad”.

There are a few places left for the February course 
– see www.tcd.ie/business/executive-education/

“We don’t talk about London and Dublin anyway, they’re the same” - Colm Lyon, CEO and Founder of Fire 
Financial speaking at our ‘Britain and Ireland: How to Jointly Deliver a Worldclass Tech Hub for Investment and 
Jobs’  ICT event in Level 39 Innovation Centre, One Canada Square, Canary Wharf

Trinity International 
Growth Programme

Yve O’Driscoll with Mark Knodder, CEO of Wright Bus, Ian Sheppard, Head of Business & Corporate Banking Northern Ireland at Bank of Ireland 

and Eoghan O’Sullivan, Postgraduate Admissions at Trinity College Dublin Business School at the Belfast launch of the Trinity International Growth 

Programme.



Bank of Ireland generously 
sponsored THE networking 
event of the year – the 2016 
President’s Gala Dinner, hosted 
by Aidan Lynch – at the 
InterContinental Hotel Dublin 
on 10th September. Once 
again an overnight sellout, this 
C Suite event hosted Michael 

O’Leary, CEO, Ryanair and 
Richie Boucher, CEO, Bank of 
Ireland as guest speakers.   As 
might be expected, there 
was plenty of talk about the 
recovering economy, Brexit, 
budget airlines and more 
than a couple of controversial 
comments.

Annual President’s Gala Dinner, 
InterContinental Hotel Dublin

British Irish Chamber 
of Commerce Race 

Day

Leopardstown 
Racecourse

British Irish Race Day is now at scale, 
having doubled its attendance each 
year since its inauguration and is now 
ready for a corporate sponsor. If you 
are interested in profiling your brand 
at this 300+  social and sporting 
event, please contact Yve O’Driscoll.   

The feature race of the summer 
evening meeting – on 3rd June 2016, 
will be run for the King George V 
Cup which was first presented by 

His Majesty King George V in 1911, 
when he and Queen Mary  presented 
the cup to Limerick jockey Daniel 
Moloney.
  
We were delighted to host HE 
Dominick Chilcott and Mrs Chilcott 
as guests of honour in 2015 when the 
Ambassador presented the cup to  
P J Smullen riding HH Aga Khan’s 
horse, Radanpour. 

British Irish Chamber Race Day, 
Leopardstown

Solar Energy in Ireland -
Learning from the UK Experience

Lightsource Renewable 
Energy sponsored an 
event hosted by Ever-
sheds  at which Minister 
for Communications, 
Energy and Natural 
Resources,  Alex White 
TD was guest speaker.   
He shared the platform 
with Nick Boyle, CEO 
of Lightsource, Europe’s 
leading solar energy gen-
erator, and Stephen Hill, 
Head of Solar Energy at 
Eversheds UK.   

Remarks included in-
sights into the UK ex-
perience and learnings 
Ireland might take in the 
advancement of solar en-
ergy as part of the energy 
mix.

Minister White stated: 
“Renewable energy is 
critical to the supply of 
affordable energy and a 
carbon free future. Ire-
land has an enviable sup-
ply of natural resources 
including wind, tidal and 
solar.  Ireland’s aim is that 
by 2030, 27% of its ener-
gy will come from renew-
ables. New binding EU 
renewable energy targets 
for Ireland will be agreed 
by 2016. These new tar-
gets will be demanding, 
but no less necessary.  
Late stage solutions, such 
as solar, are becoming 
more cost effective and 
will be part of the future 
energy mix.”

HE Dominick Chilcott, British Ambassador to Ireland

Nick Boyle, Lightsource, Minister Alex White TD, Mark Varian, Eversheds and 
John McGrane, Director General of the British Irish Chamber of Commerce

Debra Searle and Hayley Barnard at the 2015 President’s Gala Dinner



The British Irish Chamber 
was pleased to welcome 
Commissioner Phil Hogan 
to an In Camera luncheon in 
London on 8th December at 
Bentley’s Oyster Bar & Grill 
(Chef Richard Corrigan).   
Hosted through the generous 
sponsorship of ABP Food Group 
and Beauchamps Solicitors  the 
occasion brought together key 
players in the British and Irish 
food and agri sectors, including 
Pernod Ricard, Moypark, 
Janan Meats, M&S, Sainsburys, 
MacDonalds, Tate & Lyle and 
Compass.  

Some 40% of Irish food and 
drink exports, worth €4.2bn 

annually, go to the United 
Kingdom whilst Ireland sources 
a similar amount of product in 
the UK, considerably ahead 
of the UK’s second market, 
France.

Commissioner Hogan delivered 
his speech and took questions 
from guests, which focused 
on trade, the implications of 
Brexit were it to happen, the 
role of the EU Commissioner, 
food wastage and security and 
bureaucracy. 
   
The Chamber’s Food & 
Agribusiness Committee is 
chaired by Food Lawyer, Maree 
Gallagher.   

In Camera Luncheon with Phil Hogan, 
Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development, 

Bentley’s Oyster Bar and Grill, London

  Speed Statistic -  Top 5 UK Food and Drink Export Destinations

Commissioner Phil Hogan welcomed by Maree Gallagher

Liz O’Donnell, Public Affairs Consultant and 
Imelda Reynolds, Partner and Chair of Beauchamps

Republic of Ireland
24%

France
11%

The Netherlands
9%

Germany
8%

USA
4%

Julia Glotz, Managing Editor of the Grocer talking with
Seamus Banim, Group Communications Director, ABP Food 

Group

- Food and Drink Federation , 2014



Since its formation in 2011, the British Irish 
Chamber of Commerce has grown from small 
beginnings to become an important entitity 
delivering valuable business services. Supported 
by our client members and wider connections, 
our growing range of services helps businesses to 
find new customers and suppliers in Britain and 
Ireland and beyond. Our range of business events 
on both islands gives you access to networks that 
add real value to your own business.  They also 
bring you valuable information and learning op-
portunities for your business and your teams. All 
in all, we’ve grown to become an important busi-
ness to serve your business and we’re intent on 
continuing to invest to serve you always better.

Recognising this, your Chamber is relinquishing 
its Not for Profit status which it has now out-
grown.  From 1 January 2016, the British Irish 

Chamber of Commerce will operate just like 
your own business, investing in serving our cli-
ents well both offline and online. We will channel 
our endeavours into growing sustainably and 
delivering services that enable businesses to grow 
trade between and from Britain and Ireland. 

Keeping our existing range of valuable services, 
in 2016 we will also be bringing you some great 
new services. In keeping with our changed status, 
from 1 January all our services including mem-
bership charges will be subject to Irish or UK 
VAT as appropriate which we will invoice ac-
cordingly. We greatly appreciate the business you 
already do with us and we’re looking forward to 
continuing to serve you in 2016 and beyond!

John McGrane
Director General       

And Just to Note...

 Speed Statistic -  Irish-UK Goods Trade by Region in 2014
-UK ONS, 2015

NI goods to Republic of Ireland:

€3.08 billion

Republic of Ireland goods to NI:

€2.2 billion

English goods to ROI: 

€15.8 billion

ROI goods to England 

€12.2 billion

Scottish goods to ROI: 

€1.01 billion

ROI goods to England 

€381 million

Welsh goods to ROI: 

€1.01 billion

ROI goods to Wales 

€229 million



As we bid farewell to 2015, we ask you please to note some of the key events planned for 
2016 and hope we’ll see you at some or all of them.

Invited Leaders Series

This bespoke series sponsored by Pathfinder Consultants in Management got underway 
in November when guests were addressed by Howard Millar, former CFO, Ryanair, at a 
Chatham House Dinner at the RDS, Dublin.   Continuing into 2016, several further eve-
nings are planned, starting with guest Michael McNicholas CEO of Ervia on 21st January 
and welcoming Carolyn Low, CFO Scottish Health on 25th February.   Attendance is by 
invitation.  
If you would like us to create an event for your business, please speak with John McGrane 
or Yve O’Driscoll.
 

Annual Conference, Lunch and Dinner

Ulster Bank will once again be main sponsor at the 2016 Conference on 19th February at 
the InterContinental Hotel in Dublin.   The Conference is the highlight of the Chamber’s 
calendar and attracts the best of speakers across a range of topics.   In 2016 the Con-
ference will once again be a platform for high grade debate and opinion from speakers 
including HE Dominick Chilcott, Paul Drechsler, Prof John FitzGerald, Danuta Gray, Ell-
vena Graham, Tony Hanway, Anne Heraty, Aidan Lynch, Críona Ní Dhálaigh and Sarah 
O’Connor among others.
The Conference lunch will be sponsored by Virgin Media. In buffet style, it’s a great op-
portunity to network with other delegates.
After a busy Conference agenda, delegates and their guests will gather at the same venue 
for a sociable dinner sponsored by Lloyd’s of London Ireland.

Business Seminar London

The House of Commons, Westminster is the chosen venue for an important event in Lon-
don on 26th April. More information will be available soon.

British Irish Chamber Race Day, 3rd June 2016

President’s Gala Dinner, 8th September 2016


